MARLBOROUGH
officer authorized to carry out what Parliament has ordered
in the intervals between its sessions/'1
These conditions which now manifested themselves so
powerfully were long to prevail. The natural desire of
sovereigns to govern, apart from party, with those whom
they thought the best men, was for more than two hundred
years to be forbidden. The party system was entering
into its long supremacy. The overpowering victories of
Marlborough under Queen Anne, the famous Administra-
tion of Chatham, or the supreme emergencies of the
twentieth century might suspend the operation of this
custom ; but in general and for nine-tenths of the time the
Crown would be forced to subsist upon the alternation and
interplay of opposing bands struggling for office, and for
the assertion of their special loyalties, doctrines, and vested
interests. It is astonishing that such a system should, on
the whole, have proved so serviceable.
A   tragical   event   supervened.      The   little   Duke   of
Gloucester was now eleven.   We can reproduce a picture of
him in some detail from a contemporary tract written by one
of his attendants named Jenkin Lewis.2 In infancy he suffered
from water on the brain: two attendants had to carry him
everywhere.   His mother did everything possible by doctors
and changes of scene to improve his health; his father tried
beating him to make him normal.   Apparently this was bene-
ficial, for he was soon reprimanded for using mild swear-words.
Above all the child loved playing with toy cannon, toy ships,
and toy soldiers.  Beyond this he formed an army of playmates,
who staged miniature wars and battles.   One of his most
promising lieutenants was Marlborough's son. Says Lewis:
We every night had the ceremony of beating up the Tatta-ta-
too, and the Word, and the Patrole, as in garrison; which latter
1  Cf. " Memoire pour M. Poussin," April 15, 1701, in R.O. transcripts.
2  Miss Strickland (Lives of the Queens of England, vol. xi) calls the author Lewis
Jenkins.   Actually he was Jenkin Lewis, a Welsh equerry in attendance on the Duke
of Gloucester.   It may be that this error in Miss Strickland's references has concealed
his tract from the vigilance of the Dictionary of National Biography and the standard
bibliographies.
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